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Why JA?
To Bridge Classroom and Community
According to a report by the McKinsey Global 

Institute, there will be 5.9 million more high school 

dropouts in 2020 than jobs available for workers 

with that level of education. Further, while more 

than 70 percent of high school graduates enroll in 

postsecondary education within two years, less 

than a third earn an associate degree within three 

years and only half complete bachelor’s degrees 

within six years.

Of those attending college and vocational  

school, few are choosing fields of study that are 

high in demand. As a result, many occupations 

are likely to see potential shortages, including 

nutritionists, welders, nurse’s aides, computer 

specialists and engineers.

Currently, the number of graduates in the United 

States in STEM fields (science, technology, 

engineering and mathematics) is increasing at  

only 0.8 percent each year, which will not keep  

up with the demand in the workforce.

In a report produced by the Regional Employment 

Board of Hampden County (MassHire) on Industry 

Initiatives in the Financial and Business Services 

Industry, it is estimated that the field will grow by 20 

percent by 2020, along with the supporting back office 

services. However, the level of educational attainment 

is not keeping up with the number of skilled workers 

needed. The need for a high school diploma as a 

minimum is critical as jobs become more complex 

in a global economy and traditional jobs requiring 

less education are no longer in demand. In 2020, it is 

estimated that there will be a shortage of 1.5 million 

college graduates in the workforce.

At Junior Achievement, we believe that education 

should be built on a bridge of engagement between 

classroom and community. Together with our 

education partners, Junior Achievement makes 

learning relevant to every student’s future by infusing 

authenticity, business connectivity and real role 

models into the everyday learning experience.

JA alumni are

64%
more likely to have 
an advanced degree
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Letter from the JAWM Board Co-Chairs
Dear Junior Achievement Supporters,

Last year, 12,944 students within our communities benefitted from your 

support. Because of your generosity, Junior Achievement of Western 

Massachusetts was able to partner with our schools to inspire and prepare 

these students to achieve their greatest potential. We are pleased to share 

that 529 volunteers spent 81,526 hours in local classrooms and community 

centers teaching the students of Western Massachusetts and Vermont 

about work-readiness, entrepreneurship and financial literacy. Without your 

commitment, we would not have been able to extend this positive influence 

upon the lives of so many young people in our community.

As we reflect on our final year as co-chairs of the JAWM Board of Directors, 

we would like to once again thank our fellow board members for their passion 

and unending investment of time, creativity, intellect and financial support. 

Together we worked toward and achieved our goals of increasing students 

served by over 7 percent while maintaining a solid financial position. 

2017–2018 saw the JA Summer BEE (Business & Entrepreneurial Exploration) 

Program start its second year, serving more than 35 students in grades 6 

through 12. As we prepare to celebrate our 100th Anniversary this year, we’re 

confident that we are poised to achieve another successful year and are excited 

for what JAWM’s future holds for us and the students we so gratefully serve. 

On behalf of JAWM’s board members, staff and all the students who have benefitted from your support—we 

collectively extend our sincerest thanks for all you’ve helped us achieve. Lastly, upon reviewing the achievements 

in the following pages, we hope you feel proud of the positive impact your support has enabled, and feel inspired 

to continue this beneficial partnership with us for years to come.

Our volunteer-delivered, 

K–12 programs foster work 

readiness, entrepreneurship 

and financial literacy skills, 

and use experiential learning 

to inspire our youth to dream 

big and reach their potential. 

Junior Achievement of Western 

Massachusetts’ mission is 

to inspire and prepare young 

people to succeed.

Darlene M. Libiszewski Michael Healy

Sincerely,
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LEFT: Program participants, Brenda Betancourt and Samantha Fernandez, with their JA volunteer, Julie Pelletier.

MIDDLE: The enTEENpreneur Challenge 2018 winners were presented their scholarship check by Amanda Garcia, director of the Center for 
Entrepreneurial Leadership at Elms College.

RIGHT: Samantha Fernandez and Brenda Betancourt showcasing their crocheted hat business.

‘A Little Twisted’ Testimonial
Being able to participate in ALL Junior Achievement’s 

programs since my sophomore year has been such a 

great privilege. Between last year and this year, Brenda 

and I have enjoyed immensely the opportunity to start 

our own business, ‘A Little Twisted.’ The experience 

has been amazing.

As partners, we’ve truthfully and realistically experienced 

both positive scenarios and negative. Together, we 

learned that (for the company’s sake) we had to set aside 

each of our differences, and do only what was best for 

the company. 

‘A Little Twisted’ has flourished as we’ve created new 

products and generated higher sales. Through the 

program, we’ve each discovered our strengths and 

weaknesses (in ourselves and each other), and we 

learned to use those things to our advantage. The 

company has since progressed; becoming extremely 

organized and FUN! Creating these crocheted hats 

and accessories is our deepest passion. More than 

anything, we love the positive feedback and smiles of 

our customers.

I believe that the Junior Achievement enTEENpreneur 

Challenge is such a wonderful and creative way 

for students to test their capabilities and limits. It’s 

honestly been one of my most favorite events since 

starting high school.

Samantha Fernandez, Putnam Vocational Technical Academy
President of ‘A Little Twisted,’ JA Student Company
Winner of 2018 JA enTEENpreneur Challenge

JA enTEENpreneur Challenge
The JA Company Program is the foundation of Junior Achievement. Young people in Western Massachusetts have 
come together with adult mentors to form a student-led company to produce and sell a product since 1919.

The JA enTEENpreneur Challenge offers high school students who have participated in the JA Company Program 
and middle grade students who have completed JA It’s My Business to showcase their business acumen and 
entrepreneurial spirit. Student teams present their products and business plans to a panel of judges from local 
colleges and businesses, competing for cash prizes.

This year, the Elms College Center for Entrepreneurial Leadership awarded $5,000 in scholarships to the first-place 
team, A Little Twisted. The enTEENpreneur Challenge is a celebration of the hard work, ingenuity and passion the 
students have for entrepreneurship. 
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Who We Served
2017–18

JA Stock Market Competition
The JA Stock Market Competition is a technology-based, live simulation of the stock market, where teams of 4–5 

students get $1 million to invest through 60 days of trading—with the caveat that each day is only 60 seconds long. 

Corporations and colleges sponsor middle and 

high school teams who compete in class lessons 

and simulations before competing in the live event. 

Each year, more than 600 students from more 

than 20 schools across Western Massachusetts 

participate in the event. The corporate and college 

sponsors also try their hand at trading during the 

evening competition.

Through this year’s challenge, JA of Western 

Massachusetts raised over $72,000, while also 

allowing the students to walk away with a sense of how 

the stock market works, the importance of teamwork, 

and stronger problem-solving and critical-thinking skills. 

Our sponsors left knowing they invested in the future of 

our youth, while providing employees and clients with a 

great team-building event.

12,944
Students Served

36% 29% 35%
Elementary School Middle School High School

Students watching the boards during the JA Stock Market Competition.
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2017–18 Schools & Organizations Served
Berkshire County, MA
North Adams
Brayton Elementary School
Charles H. McCann Technical School
Colegrove Park Elementary School
Drury High School
Greylock Elementary School

Pittsfield
Pittsfield High School
Stearns Elementary School
Taconic High School

Hampden County, MA
Agawam
Agawam High School
Roberta G. Doering School
Robinson Park School

Chicopee 
Chicopee Comprehensive High School
Chicopee High School
Fairview Elementary School

East Longmeadow 
Birchland Park Middle School
East Longmeadow High School
Meadow Brook Elementary School

Hampden
Thornton W. Burgess Middle School

Holyoke
Holyoke High School

Ludlow
Chapin Street Elementary School
East Street Elementary School
Ludlow High School
Paul R. Baird Middle School
Saint John the Baptist School
Veterans Park Elementary School

Monson
Monson High School

Palmer
Pathfinder Regional Vocational  
 Technical High School

Springfield
Alfred G. Zanetti Montessori Magnet School
Alice B. Beal School
Arthur T. Talmadge School
Balliet Middle School
Brightwood Elementary School
Chestnut Academy
Daniel B. Brunton School
Edward P. Boland School
Elias Brookings School
Glenwood School
High School of Commerce
Hiram L. Dorman School
Homer Street School
John J. Duggan Academy
Kensington International School
Liberty School
Lincoln Elementary School
M. Marcus Kiley Middle School
Margaret C. Ells School
Mary A. Dryden Veterans Memorial School
Mary M. Lynch Elementary School
Mary M. Walsh School
Rebecca M. Johnson Memorial School
Roger L. Putnam Vocational-Technical  
 Academy
SABIS International Charter School
Samuel Bowles School
Springfield Central High School
Springfield Conservatory of the Arts
Springfield Public Day Middle School
Springfield Renaissance School
STEM Middle Academy
Sumner Avenue School
The Springfield High School of Science  
 and Technology
Van Sickle International Baccalaureate
Washington School
William N. DeBerry School

West Springfield
Saint Thomas the Apostle School
West Springfield High School

Westfield
North Middle School
Paper Mill Elementary School
Saint Mary’s High School
South Middle School
Westfield High School

Wilbraham
Minnechaug Regional High School
Soule Road School
Wilbraham & Monson Academy

Hampshire County, MA
Belchertown
Belchertown High School

Huntington
Gateway Regional High School

Northampton
Northampton High School

Ware 
Ware Junior/Senior High School

Franklin County, VT
Fairfax
Bellows Free Academy Fairfax

Swanton
Missisquoi Valley Union Middle/  
 High School

Orange County, VT
Tunbridge
Tunbridge Central School

Wells River
Blue Mountain Union School

Windsor County, VT
Hartland
Hartland Elementary School

12,944
Students Served

649 82 23Classes 
Taught

Schools 
Participated

School Districts 
Served

The 2017–18 JA Year Added Up to Success!
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A Look at JA in 2017–18
2017–2018 Fiscal Year

Highlights
• Junior Achievement staff was reduced from five to three members in early 2018, which resulted in unexpected 

savings in salaries.

• Junior Achievement of Western Massachusetts received the 5 Star Award from JA USA. The purpose of the 
Star Award is to recognize staff and boards of JA areas that meet Junior Achievement’s national standards in 
operational efficiency and through strong representation of the JA brand.

Recipients must demonstrate growth in student impact and superior fiscal performance. Achievement 
against these criteria is certified through JA USA and audited financial statements. Last year, JA of Western 
Massachusetts received the 4 Star Award.

Income $603,000
Expenses $586,670

Surplus/Deficit +$16,330

Income $609,844
Expenses $566,434

Surplus/Deficit +$43,410

Projected Budget Actual Budget*

*Unaudited financials

Results That Speak for Themselves
By participating in JA, students learn how to have a successful career and what it takes to be financially responsible.

11%
9%

47%
20%

They knew someone 
who owns their  
own business

They had a family 
member with their 
own business

They were given 
information on how 
to run a business

Someone was willing 
to lend them money 
to start a business

Teens would 
consider 
starting 

their own 
businesses  
as adults if:
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Thank You to Our 2017–18 Volunteers
Adams Community Bank
Kristin Bona
Courtney  
 Shapiro-VanDusen

Aegis Energy, a Dalkia 
company
Robert P. O’Neil

Aerospace Component 
Manufacturers, Inc.
Al Samuel

Aetna
Megan Alaimo

Alcon Labs
Marc Atkin

Alert Ambulance Service, Inc.
Catherine Morris

American International 
College
Liam Flanagan
Josh King
Robert Poole
Louis Putnam
Egris Tuarezca

American Outdoor Brands 
Corporation
Elaine Stellato

Amherst Cinema Arts Center
George Myers

Amherst College
Will Vosejpka

Asnuntuck Community 
College
Johanna R. Connors

Balanced Rock Energy
Daniel Joyce

Bank of America 
Corporation
Darlene Ames
Melvin Coleman
Amy Kehr
Matthew Rivera
Drew Robinson
Dwight Szarkowski
Rebecca F.  
 VanOssenbruggen

Bar Harbor Bank & Trust
Judy A. Durkee

Barings Corporate 
Investors
Dianne Provost

Bay Path University
Munira M. Alnasser
Gunash Bayramova
Kiley Bissell
Carla Carnevale
Sarah Chapdelaine
Ashley Cronk
Ashley M. Gaudenzi
Jennifer Godaire
Brooke Higgins
Maureen McGuinness
Mellissa Msinjili
Mary Pajack

Nelly Palacios
Kassandra Pepper
Maryrose Rovatti
Victoria Sadoski
Fatima Shahan
Hanadi Sleiman
Skye Sullivano
Marlene Tapia
Ashley A. Thorpe
Estefania Tiburico-Cabrera
Michaela Tripp
Celest Welch
Khalia C. Williams-Albury

Baystate Health
Nick Symiakakis

Bella Foodie, LLC
Ashley Tresoline

Berkshire County Head Start
Stacy Parsons

Berry Global
Kerry Watson

Blue Bell Mattress Co.
Peter Berardi

Bonsant Design Services
Elaine Bonsant

Burnham Gold Real Estate
Erin Scott

Cambridge Credit 
Counseling Corp.
Beata Chovance
Alicia Dugre
Arianne Hutchins
Sandra Loesch
Martin Lynch
Doreen White

CareerPOINT
Yarita Baez
Gladys Lebron-Martinez
Daisha Serrano
Xandria Sotomayor

Careers CLiC
Lorin Durand

Center for Human 
Development
Sharon Bess

Charter Oak Insurance and 
Financial Services
Shane Richardson
Eric Zerwitz
Nicholas Zucco

Chartier, Ogan & Brady
William E. Rooney

Chestnut Academy/Chestnut 
Accelerated Middle School 
Talented & Gifted
Roselyn Davila
Ivelys G. Diaz
Petrona Francisco
Lexani Gonzalez
Davien Porchi-Mayes
Minelis Serrano
Derek Shepherd
Naily Toules

Citizens Bank
Lisa Blanchette
Martha Crawford
Sarah James
Francis McHenry
Cailin McMurdo-Minnich
Justin Mercado
Jennifer Orsini
April Ray

Cloud 9 Marketing Group
Dylan Pilon

Colson Gallery
Rick Colson

Comcast Corporation
William Simonet

Commonwealth  
Financial Group
Ellen Janis

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts
James T. Welch
Robert Welton

Community Bank, N.A.
Keith J. Nesbitt

Community Volunteers
Carol Alaimo
Nicole Beliveau
Winfred Blue
Karen Bodwell-Deren
Benjamin Bovee
Dawn Broadwell
Carol Burke
Steve Clark
Sandy Codding
Johanna Connors
Madeline Conlin
George Cosmo
Kathleen Cucar
Christopher Dahlke
Kate Day
Dario DeCosmo
Regina Diemand
Laura Dubester
Todd Gazda
Miguel Gomes
Margaret A. Gomez
Tami Goodstein
JoAnn Hornyak
Jessica Howard
Victoria Howard
Joe Huerta
Bob Hurley
Glenda Hynes
Carol Kasper
Greg Kolodziey
Richard Lafley
Erika Mack
Emily Maggio
Susan Maguire
Mazza Mahmoud
Marlene Marrocco
Jen Moulton
Shannon Mumblo
Tanya Nally
Nancy Nogueira Russ
Rosemary O'Connor
Ana Parrelli
Emmanuel Pedro
Kathy Picard
Kristen Pospolito
Elizabeth Powers

Jeffrey Prairie
David Pronovost
David Proto
Kris Proto
Jason Ray
Jasmine Richardson
Lilly Rodrigues
Bernard Ruck
Nancy Russ
Karen Sawyer
Debra Schmidt
Hassan Sherif
Eric Shilyuk
Joseph Skawinski
Shawn Smith
Ron Talaia
Audrey Tikhonchuk
Kevin Topor
Ann Tucker Kousch
Joseph Underfofler
Paul Valickus
Sara Whitcomb
Geeg Wiles

Country Bank
Steve Costa
Richard Kowal
Darlene Mark
Sam Pursey

CUNA Mutual Group
Katherin Benedict

Dartmouth College
Nishrutha Manohar

DFA Group, LLC
David Flaherty

DiSanti Law Offices
Linda DiSanti

Doncasters Storms Forge
MaryEllen Borek

Dynamic Surface 
Applications
Mike Stachowicz

East Longmeadow  
High School
Kaitlyn Borski
Nelson Brunette
Olivia Calkins
Allison Carrington
Zachary Galietta
Jennifer Gao
Anna Hugney
Samuel Leone
Kayleigh Luke
Madelyn Moorhouse
Katherine Moynihan
Nikolas Mushenko
Daniel Nguyen
Sajen Plevyak
Grace Shevlin
Matthew Wilson

Easthampton Savings Bank
Cara Del Tatto
Erica Gomes
Anne Howland
Stacey Laliberte
Meridith Salois
Briana Smith
Paula York

EIS Wire & Cable, Inc.
Roy St. Andre
Sean DeZalia

Elms College
Xiomara Albán DeLobato
Meghan Ballentine
Brian Benson
Dustin Brownlee
Amanda Casineau
Hayley Castanos
Janis Christian
Jhazmin Collins
Christopher Connolly
Kevin Corcoran
Carissa Costanza
Shannon Cullen
Ashley D. Desrosiers
William Disisto
Jane Dugan
John Dunphy
Paul Ferraro
Tiffani Franco
Nicole C. Fregeau
Amanda Garcia
Brianna Gauthier
Chambrielle  
 Genga-Richards
Chance Gilman
Jason Gonin
Nadine Harris
Caitlan Hartig
Richard Hernandez
Reilly Jodoin
Jessica Judah
Margam Karam
Matthew King
Amanda LaBonte
Madison Marques
Ashlee McNamee
Angelina Melloni
Madison Messier
Rebecca Molin
Kelly Moulton
Mariesa Negosanti
Amanda Nowak
Collin Paradis
Katelyn Pires
Jaeden Rasmus
Omayra Rentas
Emily Rice
Shaquille Robinson
Latisha Rocke
Cassandra Sarno
Stefany Scliopou
Brianna Shea
Thomas Slane
Abigail Smith
Kayla Soto
Dan Teague
Heather Touchette
Jose Villoa
Matthew Wing
Adrian Wong
Sonia Zeroogian
Michael Zulch

Farm Credit East
John Caltabianco

Farmington Bank
Steven Gardner
Michael Moriarty

Fitness First
Brandon Welker
Kurt Welker

Florence Savings Bank
Alicia Pare

Framingham State 
University
Kate Burt
Justin Lin
Bonnie Mitchell

Full Power Radio
Melvin Sanchez

Future Financiers
Jonathan Toner

FutureWorks Career Center
Phylis Gedeon

Gándara Center
Iohann Vega

General Dynamics  
Mission Systems
Darius Griffin

German Gerena 
Community School
Raven Emanuel

Goodman Speakers 
Bureau, Inc.
Jenna Jorge

Guardian Life Insurance 
Company of America
Christine DeCarlo

H&R Block
Tasha Rochford
Jason Zaccaro

Hampden District 
Attorney’s Office
Anthony D. Gulluni
Antonio Simmons

Hampden-Wilbraham 
Regional Public Schools
Sean Kennedy

Happy Tails Doggy 
Daycare, Inc.
Kathleen Rogan

Health New England
Greg Lesniak

Holyoke Gas & Electric
Steve Bouvier
Yocelyn Delgado

Holyoke Medical Center
Patrick Briant
Bill Sullivan

Hypertherm, Inc.
Isaac Carty
Wayne Chin
William Lynn
Daniel Naranjo
Gareth Wyatt

Ideal Insurance Agency, Inc.
Antonio Goncalves

Integrated Eco Strategy
Mariah Kurtz
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J. M. Glover Insurance
Kyle K. Sullivan

John J. Duggan Academy
Halima Abdullahi
Mohammed Arbow
Joshua Figueroa
Juan Hernandez
Szneira Jennings
Enmanuel Lora
Kalayha Mitchell
Amanda Russell
Brianna Sanchez
Daniel Santiago
Axaria Scott
Garfield St. Weston
Tyler Wilson
DeQuan Wright

Johnson Controls, Inc.
Patrick O. Kiernan

KeyBank
Jake Delaney
Orlando Marquez

Lahey Hospital &  
Medical Center
Kaitlyn Weyant

Lee Tool Company
Jennifer Florindo

Liberty Mutual Insurance
Matthew Hastings

Local Consumer Programs
Milagros Johnson

LOOC Marketing, LLC
Cindy Gaynor

Ludlow High School
Emily Conroy
Caitlin Cronin
Sandra Domingos
Elizabeth Salvas
Moira Sullivan

LUSO Federal Credit Union
Kimberly Anderson
Deborah Bessette
Patricia Boyer
Jennifer Calheno
Kala Champagne
Eugenia Costa
Michael Dias
Kimberly Downing
Sharon Dufour
Celia Fernandes
Scott J. Ganhao
Paula Grelha
Kayla Jablonski
Hayley Jorge
Jennifer Lopez
Paulo Marques
Christopher Martins
Tyler Martins
Rosemary Mazza
Corrinne A. Mercier
Jason Mourao
Stephanie Rodrigues
Emily Sajdak
Cristina G. Saraiva
Susan Senecal
Cecilia Serra
Anna D. Vital

Magri, LLC
Sandra Magri

Maple Leaf Distribution
Derek Pramberger

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Community Center
Lisa Green

Mascoma Savings Bank
Michael J. Tolaro

Massachusetts Bar 
Association Insurance 
Agency, Inc.
Terry Welsh

Massachusetts College of 
Liberal Arts
Griffin Labbance

Massachusetts 
Department of Revenue
Andrew Nowicki

Massachusetts Division 
of Banks
Margaret M. Mezzetti

Massachusetts 
International Festival of 
the Arts Victory Theatre
Kathy McKean

Massachusetts Office of 
Education and Vocational 
Rehabilitation
Robert Paterwic

Massachusetts Teachers 
Association
Erik Champy

MassLive Media
Byron Jones

MassMutual
Sergio Dias
Kathryn Johnson
Orest Koropey
Dan C. Lam
Douglas Morash
Benjamin Reardon
Sonja Shaw
Nicole Starks
Paul Sticca

Maybury Associates, Inc.
Suzanne Leighton

MGM Springfield
Jennifer Cokotis
Jason Randall

Minnechaug Regional  
High School
Stephen Hale

Monson Savings Bank
Lena Buteau

Moriarty & Primack, PC
Rebecca Connolly

Mount Mansfield Union 
High School
Jason Szafarski

North Brookfield  
Savings Bank
Renee P. Jurczyk

Northampton High School
Whitney Russell

Northeastern University
Ljiljana Rajic

Northwestern Mutual 
Financial Network
Darren James

OMG, Inc.
Anne M. Hassin

People’s United Bank
Kirsten Bergstrom
Penny Cauble
Ellen Cislo
Thomas H. Dixon
Scott Dynak
Michael Gay
Abigail Howard
Constance Kelley
Diane Lamoureaux
Keri LaPlante
Rachelle LeVau
Jack J. McSweeney
Kelly Moynihan
Jeanne O’Bryan
Ellery Perkinson
James Sonnabend

People’s United  
Insurance Agency
Michael Mazzuca

PeoplesBank
Cherlynne Mills
Sarita Sheehan

Pioneer Valley Financial 
Group, LLC
Peter Leonczyk
Keith Tatlock

Polish National  
Credit Union
Diana Brault
Kathi Donahue
Christine Gagnon
Cynthia Houle
Amanda Jones
David Kinstle
Urszula Kulig
Benjamin Kuta
Debra Leone
Brendan McCarthy
Marla Ollari
Laura Richter-Austin
Martha Rickson
Maribel Torres
Melinda White

Quabbin Wire & Cable 
Company, Inc.
Stacy Gilmour
Melissa Sepanek

R.J. Greeley Company, Inc.
Brendan Greeley

Rafters Restaurant and 
Sports Bar
Yelena Gorbovets

Retired Senior  
Volunteer Program
Carol Maynard

Rovithis Realty, LLC
Kristen O’Connor

Saint Thomas the  
Apostle Church
Fran DeMont

Santander Bank
Lisa Cohen
David Colan
Orlando Davila

Monika Joshi
Aurela Nuredini
Patrick Pritchard
Randall Rodriguez
Marcy Silva
Michael R. Williamson

Savage Arms
Trisha Barkyoumb
Nicole Denette
Michael Foley
Albert Kasper
Katie King
Richard Manegre
David Piacentini

Silver Linings Home  
Care, LLC
Tania Spear
Lynn Trembel

Spark Holyoke
Tessa Romboletti

Springfield College
Jonathan Katz
Kristen Madeira
Deleney Magoffin
Christopher Snow
Valmore Stewart

Springfield Technical 
Community College
Michael Rossi
Kristiana Tadeo

Springfield Thunderbirds
Evan Mascaro

St. Germain  
Investment Management
Tatyana Shut

Stinky Cakes
Mychal Connolly

Stop & Shop
Stacy Weinberg

Sumner Avenue School
Michele Cruz
Marguerite Foster-Franklin
Debra Kirchherr
Victoria Long
Lyndsay Pisano
Jennifer Smith
Ashley Zaikowski

Sunovion 
Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Melissa Izzo

Szlachettea Debay, P.C.
Gillian Szlachettea Debay

TD Bank
Tracey Alves-Lear
Danielle Berthiaume
Irene Gazda
Maria Nunez
Claudia Pereira
Tyler M. Souders

The Republican
George Arwady
Mark French

The Tunbridge Store
Scott Terami

Therapeutic Equestrian 
Center, Inc.
Judy Zedonis

Thom Westfield Infant & 
Toddler Services
Sarah Nuttall

Town of Ludlow
Derek G. Debarge

Trombley Associates
Barbara Trombley

Tunnel City Transport
Rebecca Cohen

UBS Financial Services, Inc.
Gabriel D’Amica

UMass Amherst
Matthew Crawford

UMass Boston
Amanda Carlisle

UMass Center at 
Springfield
Wesley Days
Daniel Montagna
Jamina Scippio-McFadden

United Bank
Ivan Cruz
Lisa Jablonski
Aieshya Jackson
Bartélémy Loua
Alyssa McNair
Patricia Pasterczyk
G. Thomas Wolcott

United Parcel Service, Inc.
Arlynn S. Henderson

Urbanist Capital
Vadim Tulchinsky

Veritech IT
Jessica Ryder

Vision Showcase
Diana Symiakakis

Voya Financial
Steve Facchetti
Kelly Thompson-De Gobbi

Waters Corporation
Diane Diehl

Webster Bank
Michael Healy
Selma Masic
Danielle Tise

Wells River Savings Bank
Patti Clark
Dylan Farr
Marvin Harrison
Allison Ingerson
Elizabeth J. Marshall
Cassie Moulton
Adam Pippin

West Springfield  
Public Schools
Kelli Quigley

Western New England 
University
Karen Kakley

Westfield Bank
Christine O’Dea

Westfield State University
Mary Brown Bonacci
Rachel Gelina
Christine Irujo
Katelyn Shea

Wilbraham &  
Monson Academy
Kimberly Therieau

Williams College
Michael S. Goodwin

Womanshelter/Compañeras
Carmen Nieves

WWLP 22News
Hector Molina

YMCA of the Northern 
Berkshires
Carolyn Brooks

Because If You Believe 
in Their Dreams, So 
Will They
It’s hard to place a value on a 

dream, but helping young people 

learn how to achieve theirs is worth 

the investment. Your support of 

Junior Achievement allows them 

to think bigger and reach further. 

Show your support by visiting 

jawm.org/get-involved.
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2017–18 Contributors and Supporters
The Horace Moses 
Leadership Society 
Gifts $20,000 and Greater
Anonymous
Irene E. & George A.  
 Davis Foundation
MassMutual Financial Group
Peoples United Bank  
 Charitable Foundation

The Chairman Level 
Gifts from $10,000–$19,999
Horace A. Moses Trust/ 
 The Boston Foundation
Key Trust, Horace Moses
Santander, NA
Savage Arms
St. Germain Investment  
 Management
United Bank Foundation

The Director Level 
Gifts from $5,000–$9,999
American Outdoor Brands  
 (Smith & Wesson)
Balise Motor Sales Company
Chicopee Savings 
 Bank Foundation
Comcast
Elms College
Guardian Life Insurance  
 Company of America
Joseph & Anna Dias Jr.  
 Family Foundation
UMASS Springfield Center
UPS Foundation
Webster Bank
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.

The President Level 
Gifts from $2,500–$4,999
A.R. Sandri, LLC
Country Bank
Easthampton Savings Bank
Excel Dryer, Inc.
Lusitania Institute, Inc.
Papa John's
R.J. Greeley Company, Inc.
Robert E. Morris Company
TD Bank
The Collins Companies

The Partner Level 
Gifts from $1,000–$2,499
Albert & Carol Kasper
Amy Alaimo
Appleton Corporation
Bay Path University
Cambridge Credit  
 Counseling Corp.
Dave's Soda & Pet City
G. Thomas Wolcott
Health New England
Jennifer Connolly 
John O'Brien & Company, P.C. 
Joseph Freedman Company
Key Bank Foundation
Marmon Wire & Cable, LLC
Maybury Associates, Inc.
MMWEC
OMG, Inc.
Oneida Molded Plastics, LLC
Paul Engle, Quabbin Wire &  
 Cable Co., Inc.
Polish National Credit Union
Raymond James & Associates
Sound Seal
Springfield College
The K Foundation
Toner Plastics

United Industrial Service, Inc. 
Valley Steel Stamp, Inc.
VOYA Financial
Western New England University
Westfield Bank
Westfield Gas & Electric

The Entrepreneur Level 
Gifts from $350–$999
Aldi, Inc.
Amanda Garcia, Garcia LLC
Consolidated Health Plans
Florence Bank
Henry Worden
Mark Laurenzano
Michael Healy
Nicole Denette
Packaging Corporation  
 of America
Wolf & Company

The Shareholder Level 
Gifts up to $349
Aaron Smith, PC
Accurate Court Reporting
Aetna
Aetna Foundation 
Aieshya Jackson
Air Compressor  
 Engineering Co., Inc.
Alfred Colonna Jr.
Alyssa LaMotte 
Ann Balbi
Benevity Fund
Bertha Lawrence
Brian Dansereau
Brockway-Smith Company
Carol Alaimo
Carolyn Connolly
Charlotte Cathro
Cherlynne Mills

CHH Engraving
Christopher Forbes
Cloud 9 Media
Corinne Rolland
Crowley Real Estate Appraisers
Daniel C. Lam
Darlene Libiszewski
Darren James
Dawn Quercia
Debra Leone
Disability Management  
 Services, Inc.
Donald Wesson
Ecovate, Inc.
Fredric Dubour
Hywel Brown
John Barber
Julie Ann Pelletier
Kara Stevens
Kristen Prestileo
Kyle Sullivan
Margie LaMotte
Michael Ginsberg
Network for Good
PayPal Charitable Giving
Phil Goncalves
Ray LaCourse
Richard Neal
Rovithis Realty
Sheila Blum
Stearns PTO
Superior Caulking & Waterproofing
The duMONT Company
The Hartford Steam  
 Boiler Inspection
Tracey Alves-Lear
United Way of Hampshire County
Whittlesey PC
William Walthouse III

*Individuals and family foundations 
donating at the $10,000 level or 
more are eligible for the National 
JA Free Enterprise Society, 
which recognizes individuals who 
demonstrate outstanding support 
in helping Junior Achievement 
accomplish its mission of ensuring 
that every child in America has a 
fundamental understanding of the  
free enterprise system.

We are deeply grateful for all the support we receive 
from the communities we serve. Without our volunteers, 
donors and supporters, we would not be able to provide 
the meaningful programming that we do. 
Great care has been taken in reviewing the names in this report. If we have 

omitted or incorrectly listed your name, please accept our apologies and 

bring the error to our attention so that we may update our records.
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Support that Swings
From its first golf tournament over 20 years ago, the JA Golf Tournament has been legendary for its commitment to 

delivering an event that not only raises thousands of dollars for JA programs, but provides area business people an 

opportunity to network while enjoying an outstanding day of golf. Last year’s JA Golf Tournament raised $38,000.

(Left to right) Chris Mensing, CEO, AAA Pioneer Valley; Denis Gagnon, 
President, Excel Dryer, Inc.; Denis Gagnon Jr., Vice President-International, 
Excel Dryer, Inc.; Pete Hogan.

I think the JA golf tournament is one of my  
favorites. First and foremost, it’s for a great cause. 

For the golfers, it’s an opportunity to play at a 
different and challenging course and the sponsors 

always provide great gift items to participants.

—Denis Gagnon, Excel Dryer, Inc.

“

“

Officers of the Board Members of the Board
Aieshya Jackson, Santander Bank
Darren James, Northwestern Mutual
Debra Leone, Polish National Credit Union
Susan Majka, Springfield Public Schools
Cheri Mills, PeoplesBank
Paul Nycz, Putnam Vocational Technical Academy
Jennifer Orsini, Citizens Bank
Alicia Pare, Florence Bank
Dawn Quercia, East Longmeadow High School
Tanya Shut, St. Germain Investment Management
Lynn Starr, Easthampton Savings Bank
Kara Stevens, Bay Path University
Kyle Sullivan, John M. Glover Insurance Agency
Donald Wesson, Veritech Corp.
Thomas Wolcott, United Bank

Tracy Alves-Lear, TD Bank

Darlene M. Libiszewski, Westfield Bank

Michael Healy, Easthampton Savings Bank

Nicole Denette, Savage Arms

Brendan Greeley, R.J. Greeley Company, Inc.

Sonja Shaw, MassMutual Financial Group

Phil Goncalves, Country Bank 

Albert Kasper, Savage Arms

Chair

Co-Chairs

Vice Chair & Treasurer

Vice Chair

Secretary

Executive Committee 
Member-at-Large

Executive Committee 
Member-at-Large

2017–18 JAWM Board Members

Students study the data during the JA Stock 
Market Competition.

The JA Stock Market Competition featured some 
lively trading.

JA enTEENpreneur Challenge Judge Amanda 
Garcia checks out the Teamarks booth.
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Springfield, MA 01115

413-747-7670  |  jawm.org

Follow JA on Social Media
 /JuniorAchievementWesternMA

 @JA_WesternMA

JA Staff
Jennifer A. Connolly 
President

Megan P. Beliveau 
Director of Programs  
& Special Events

Amy Alaimo 
Administrative  
Operations Manager, 
Assistant Manager  
of Programs &  
Special Events

Berdie Thompson 
Development Director

 /Junior-Achievement-Western-Massachusetts

 /user/jawesternma

Save the date for our

100th Anniversary Gala
Saturday, May 4, 2019  

5:30pm –10:00pm

MGM Springfield ARIA Ballroom 
One MGM Way, Springfield, MA

Come Roar 
with Us!


